
CLUB HEADQUARTERS/ PARENT CHAPTER
Bethpage, New York

President, Betty Bohlander, (516-575-3777)

CHAPTERS / MEETING LOCATIONS:

California - Golden West / Pt. Mugu
President, Fred Syrett (805-647-4934)

California - San Diego / San Diego
President, Pete Belay, (858-484-7307)

Florida - First Coast / St. Augustine
President, Fred Bauer (904-819-9817)

Florida - Manasota West / Bradenton
President, Ted Martnes (941-926-8891)

Florida - Mid-West / Spring Hill 
President, John Cornacchia (813-995-2902)

Florida - Southwest / Locations Vary
President, Carolyn Moors (239-283-8294)

Florida - Spacecoast / Melbourne
President, Bob Prais (321-242-5782)

Florida - Suncoast / Pinellas Park
President, Benjamin Hurley (727-527-7281)

Florida - Treasure Coast / Port St. Lucie
President, Bob Watkins (772-283-8638)

Georgia - Peach Pit / Milledgeville
President, Ted Zarkowsky  (478-452-6442)

Maryland - Glen Arm / Belair
President, Rick Swinder (410-977-7829).

New England - New England North / Dorset, VT 
President, Bill Egner  (802-446-2062)

New Jersey - Garden State / Lakehurst
President, Bill Staples (732-350-9454)

New York - Bethpage Chapter & Club HQ
President, Betty Bohlander, (516-575-3777)

New York - Eastern Long Island / Riverhead
President, Bert Moller (631-864-4377)

North Carolina - Eastern Carolina / Locations Vary
President, Peter McNamee (252-288-4569)

Pennsylvania - Northeast PA / So. Sterling
President, Charles Dowd (570-491-2125)

South Carolina
Coastal Carolinas / Myrtle Beach
President, Ronald Girardin (843-903-7116)

Texas - Houston  /  Houston
President, Angelo LaCognata, (281-326-1665)

Virginia - Central Virginia / Monticello
President, Fred Meiners (434-589-2882)

November 2014         Volume 47, Issue 10 Circulation: 3098

Note from the Retiree Club President::

Our new Club banner, reflecting our new Club name, is finally a reality 
and we felt it should be right here, on the front page. We are now the 
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc. doing business as the Grumman-Northrop 
Grumman Retiree Club.  

The Club worked with the same banner company that made banners for 
Grumman and currently works with Northrop-Grumman. This company 
assures us that they have used the true Grumman and Northrop 
Grumman colors for our banners.

(more about the new banner, on page three.)

* * * * * * * * * * * *
Another change taking place is an increase in our dues. The Board 
of Directors has voted to increase the yearly membership dues by 
$2.  For at least ten years, the subscription cost of the newsletter has 
been $11, which was paid through the annual dues.  (Members of the 
Parent/Bethpage Chapter have been paying $13 per year: $11 for the 
newsletter and $2 for club activities.)  Each of the other chapters has 
sent $11 per member per year to the Parent Chapter; this $11 has been 
used exclusively for the newsletter.  Beginning in January 2015, the 
Parent/Bethpage Chapter members will pay $15 for annual dues and 
each Chapter will send $13 per member to the parent chapter.  Each 
Chapter may designate an additional amount their members will pay to 
the chapter for the use of that chapter.

(more about dues, on page three)
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Please Keep Your (Tax Deductible) Donations 
Coming . . .

Send your checks (payable to Retiree Scholarship 
Fund) to: Scholarship Fund, PO Box 0748, 
Bethpage, NY, 11714-0748

*********************************************

2015 Scholarship Program
 50/50 RAFFLE

Members of All Chapters May Participate!

Enter  often. Multiple winners possible. 
Max prize: $500 for any one  person, in any 

one drawing. 
 

Winners announced in the Newsletter, after 
each quarterly drawing.

Send a filled-in raffle ticket (below) and a check 
(payable to Grumman Retiree Club Scholarship 
Fund),  to PO Box 0748, Bethpage, NY, 11714-
0748.  Each raffle entry is $5.  (Please indicate 
how many raffles you are purchasing.)

Everyone has a chance  to win. 

This Raffle benefits the 
Scholarship Fund only.

Scholarship Program
SCHOLARSHIP 50/50 RAFFLE TICKET

_______________________________________
    Name
 ______________________________________
    Address

Town _______________State ____ Zip _______

Phone (optional) _____________________

Number of Raffles Purchased _____

 Scholarship Program Contributors

The Scholarship Fund Directors and the 
Retiree Club thank the following for their 

donations:
 
 Greve, John
  Harding, Thomas
   Mangino, Michael
    Winter, Roland 

***************************************************

Grumman Retiree Club 
 2015 All Chapter Scholarship Awards Program

Our18th Annual Scholarship Awards program 
applications are now available. It is the 
responsibility of Club members to provide the 
application and to encourage your Grand kids 
to participate! Remember: the only awareness 
our Grand kids have of the Scholarship is 
through you, the members.                                               
 
Thank you for supporting the Grumman tradition 
of supporting education. Your Membership 
contributions are the Engine that enables our 
Scholarship Award Program to be a continuing 
Program for all Retiree Club Members.
   
All donations to the Scholarship Program are Tax 
Deductible and every little bit counts. It all adds up! 

GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB NEWSLETTER

(USPS # 023-096) Volume 47, Issue 10, 
November 2014, is published monthly except 
August by Grumman Retiree Club, Inc., 600 
Grumman Road West, M/S Z49-25  Bethpage, 
NY 11714-5000. Periodical postage rates paid 
at Bethpage, NY. Subscriptions rates of $11 are 
paid through membership dues.  POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to: Grumman Retiree 
Club, Inc. c/o Command Direct | 310 Oser Ave | 
Hauppauge, NY  11788-3608
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The first of the new banners was presented at the October Bethpage Chapter meeting. It is shown here 
standing next to the original banner of the Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.

We hope you are pleased with our new banner. We expect that, by the time you read this, the chapters 
will have received new chapter banners, each with the appropriate chapter name.

*******************************************************

(Dues increase, continued)

Why is it necessary to have this increase in our dues? Eleven dollars per year per member no longer 
covers our costs to print and mail the newsletter. With a decreasing membership and increasing costs 
for printing and postage, it is necessary to make this slight increase.

In addition, and purely as a cost saving measure, we will eliminate one newsletter from the eleven 
issues that we have always published each year. For many years we have not sent out an August 
newsletter.  Starting next year, we will eliminate the September newsletter as well. There will be a total 
of ten newsletters per year.

One other fact that everyone should know:  The requirements for membership have changed over 
the years, for obvious reasons. What you may not know is that all former Grumman and/or Northrop 
Grumman employees, who have had at least one year of service, as well as all current Northrop 
Grumman employees, are eligible to join the Club.  In addition, surviving spouses of members and/or 
adult children of deceased members may continue active membership.

Overall, these changes are minor, and we hope that you understand that our intent is to keep the Club 
alive and well for many years to come.

By: Betty Bohlander, President
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Bethpage Chapter Calendar
 

Luncheons/Meetings
Membership luncheon-meetings are generally 
held on the fourth Wednesday of the month. 

Nov 19:  Luncheon Meeting, Milleridge Inn
Reservation coupon: Pg 19

Dec 10: Holiday Luncheon, Crest Hollow 
CC. Reservation form: next-to-last-page of this 
Newsletter

********************************************************

Bethpage Chapter 

October 22, 2014

On a chilly and soggy Fall afternoon, with lots of 
multi-colored leaves on the ground, well over a 
hundred Club members gathered at the Milleridge 
Inn and enjoyed a wonderful lunch before the 
October membership meeting.  After dessert and 
coffee, the meeting was called to order at 1:30PM, 
by President Betty Bohlander.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Past President Marion Abbott 
after which Betty called for a moment of silence for 
our deceased members and a prayer for the men 
and women in our military. 

Betty asked for changes to the September meeting 
notes. No changes were offered, and the notes 
were accepted as written. 

Guest speaker Mike Ciminera was then introduced.  
Mike played an integral role at Grumman and 
Northrop Grumman for over 50 years. He started at 
Grumman after graduating from RPI in 1959, and 
for ten years worked in Preliminary Design.  In ‘69, 
Mike became Assistant to Mike Pelehach, Chief 
Designer and Program Director of the F-14. He 
became Director of Advanced Programs in ‘76, and 
VP of Advanced Programs in ‘87.  In 1991, he was 
made Senior Vice President and Deputy Director 
of Electronic Systems. In ’93, he became VP of 
JPATS.  Finally, in 1995, he moved to California 
where he spent another 14 years with Northrop 
Grumman. 

Betty Bohlander, Mike Ciminera

Mike has written a book, “The Aircraft Designers: A 
Grumman Historical Perspective”.  This book is a 
remembrance of people, not airplanes.  It illuminates 
key individuals behind the various aircraft designs, 
rather than the traditional Leroy Grumman, Jake 
Swirbul, and Bill Schwendler stories.  For the next 
half hour, Mike captivated the audience by walking 
through many of the pre-WWII float planes with 
retractable landing gear, quickly through WWII with 
the formation of a Systems Engineering group, 
and finally post-WWII aircraft designs that used 
computers and modeling to faithfully predict design 
performance (or non-performance).  

Mike added tidbits of behind the scenes information 
that demonstrate the creativity and leadership  that 
ensured program success.  Mike picked up lots of 
these tidbits via extensive interviews with many 
people over his four-and-a-half-year book-writing 
journey.  The book is full of these tidbits.  Heads 
could be seen nodding as Mike mentioned  names 
of people many in the audience had heard of or 
worked with or for over the years.  Hundreds of 
people are noted in the book.

At the conclusion of his talk, Mike was greeted with 
enthusiastic applause. He noted that proceeds 
from the sales of this book would go to the Retiree 
Scholarship Fund.  Mike was given a token of our 
thanks with our wishes for a successful book.  
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Committee Reports

Scholarship Fund- Harry Daum provided the fund 
status with a reminder that the 2015 scholarship 
season has started and that the fund is relying on 
member donations for the majority of its success.  
Harry thanked Mike Ciminera for his past and future 
donations to the Scholarship Fund. 

Community Relations - Marion Abbott noted recent 
donations from the club to local charities including 
The John Theissen Children’s Foundation, which 
is dedicated to helping sick and under privileged 
children.  Also, a donation to Rebuilding Together, an 
organization which repairs and rehabilitates homes of 
low income families, the elderly, disabled, veterans, 
and those affected by disaster such as Superstorm 
Sandy.  We also donated our outdated office 
computers to the Retired Senior Volunteers Program 
(RSVP), which refurbishes computers. RSVP gives 
the reconditioned computers to financially challenged 
families in Nassau and Suffolk Counties.  We will 
continue our donations through the rest of this year.

Holiday Luncheon - Marion Abbott 
The 2014 holiday luncheon is rapidly approaching.  
Put December 10th on your calendar. The luncheon 
will be at the Crest Hollow, Noon to 4PM.  Choices: 
Roast Beef, Sea Bass Oreganato, or Chicken 
Milanese.  Reservation form is in the Newsletter. 
$35pp. Deadline for reservations: December 4th.  
Reservation forms and checks should be sent to 
Marion Abbott, at The Grumman Retiree Club, Inc., 
PO Box 476, Bethpage, NY 11714-0476 with “Holiday 
Luncheon” written on the front of the envelope.  If you 
provide an e-mail address, you will be notified by 
return e-mail that the check has been received and 
again shortly before the luncheon informing you of 
your table number. Thanks go to Marion Abbott and 
Pat Sullivan for volunteering to organize both the 
Holiday Luncheon and the Scholarship Luncheon 
this year. 
  
Travel - Nick Bazzicalupo (Prime Time Travel) 
• 12/2 - Sights & Sound: Buffet lunch at Lancaster, 
PA Hershey Farms and a presentation of “Moses” 
biblical story. $130pp
• 12/10 or 12/11 - Radio City Christmas Show. Show; 
dinner at the Swan Club. $174pp.

• 12/10, 12/17 or 12/18 - Holiday Lights Tour: 
Brooklyn Dyker Heights. Lunch, narrated tour. See 
Christmas illuminations and hear stories about the 
neighborhood. $124pp
• 12/13 or 12/16 - Manhattan Lights Tour: Lunch 
at Carmines; narrated tour and see decorations at 
Lincoln Center, Time Warner Bldg., Cartier’s, Grucci, 
Tiffany’s, Sak’s 5th Ave., Lord & Taylor, Macy’s, St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, Bryant Park, Rockefeller Center 
Christmas Tree, and the World Financial Trade 
Center Atrium. $90pp

Happy Birthday! to Ralph Guion (93, 10/22); Marion 
Abbott (79, 10/28); Elizabeth Vernon (93, 10/9). 

Anniversaries: 
Carol & Charlie Farley, married 61 years in October.  
Congratulations on your milestone.

Out of Town Visitor:  Pauline Sandmann from the 
Eastern LI chapter. Welcome Back, Pauline.

Prize Winners 
Community Relations 50/50: Arlene Vosilla, Joe 
Ciccone, W. Demorros, and Marie DeMartino
Scholarship 50/50: Neal DeLuca
Door Prizes: Carl Puma, Peter Fales, Ceil 
Wiechering, Diane Bryers, and Rose Schembor

New Business - Betty Bohlander:
 
The September Newsletter later-than-usual delivery 
was caused  by a delay in obtaining  pictures of the 
45th Anniversary Celebration of the LM landing,  
and a mix-up by the Post Office.  The Club and our 
printer believe that the Post Office mix-up has been 
corrected and future deliveries will be expedited.

Betty displayed our new Club Banner. This is the 
initial showing of this banner. The banner reflects the 
recent change of the club title to “doing business as 
the ‘Grumman - Northrop Grumman Retiree Club.’ “  
Each chapter will be sent a new banner within the 
next few weeks, along with a banner stand. The new 
banner can be exhibited alongside our original club 
banner at all meetings.  Look for them soon at your 
meetings.  Betty announced that the new banner 
will be pictured on the front page of the November 
Newsletter.
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At the October Board of Director’s meeting, it was 
decided that the yearly dues, starting in January 
2015, will be increased $2 for each member. This is 
required to offset increased publication and mailing 
costs, along with decreasing membership that has 
caused the cost of the Newsletter to rise from $11 to 
$13 per member per year. Bethpage members will 
pay $15 dues ($13 for the Newsletter; $2 for other 
activities). Other chapters will charge their members 
the $13 to be remitted to the club, plus whatever 
additional amount the individual chapters opt to 
cover their  yearly activities. The Club will continue 
to provide an annual stipend to the chapters for 
their discretionary use.  Also, the Board of Directors 
decided to reduce the number of Newsletter issues 
from 11 to 10 annually, eliminating the September 
issue since few chapter activities are conducted in 
August and reported in the September issue. There 
will be no August or September issues, starting in 
2015.  

Betty announced that it was time to declare the 
annual slate of officers for election at the November 
meeting.  Betty asked if there were any volunteers 
in the audience or any nominations from the 
floor. There being none for any position, Betty 
announced that all Officers have agreed to remain 
in their positions for another term.  The slate was 
unanimously approved by a voice vote:
  Betty Bohlander - President 
  Bob Ripp - 1st VP
  Pat Sullivan - 2nd VP 
  Lou Kubat - Secretary
  Frank Rizzo - Treasurer.  

Betty announced that Bill Dwyer, a recent retiree 
from NG, has volunteered to fill the long vacant spot 
of Sergeant-At-Arms.  Welcome Aboard, Bill!

Thank You to all the officers and club volunteers for 
their selfless and, many times, thankless efforts to 
keep our Club a functioning and prospering entity. 

Harry Pro announced that the where-and-when of 
the January Blood Drive have not been defined as 
of yet.  Look for an update in the coming months.

Many Thanks go to Marion Abbott for arranging our 
lunch today. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made, 
seconded, and approved. The meeting was 
adjourned at 3PM with the singing of “God Bless 
America.”

Next Meeting: Nov 19, at the Milleridge Inn. Lunch 
at Noon; Business Meeting at 1:30PM. 

By: Lou Kubat, Sec’y.

***************************************************
CALIFORNIA / Golden West

Future Meetings: 11/11  and 12/9 

President Fred Syrett opened our October meeting 
at the Eagles Lodge, in Oxnard.  After our fellowship 
gathering and lunch, Jon Urgo led us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance, followed by a prayer for our armed 
forces, and for our members and families who are 
suffering illness and losses.
 
Our program included the viewing of the film “In the 
Shadow of the Moon,” Ron Howard’s prize-winning 
story of the Apollo Program.  The coverage, which 
we had not seen before, and the comments by the 
astronauts were outstanding.  Eight of our members 
in attendance had worked on the Apollo program.
 
We received a letter from member Glenn Miller 
who now lives in Clovis, CA. Glenn wrote an 
interesting story of his involvement with the Saturn-5 
Missile program while working for Rocketdyne, in 
Canoga Park, CA.  He solved a problem on the 
ignition detector, but in doing so he inadvertently 
disregarded the role of quality control.  Then, later, 
when he joined Grumman on the F-14 program, he 
became Quality Control Manager. 
 
Next meeting:  Nov 11, lunch at 11AM, at the 
“Fraternal Order of Eagles” building in Oxnard.

By:  Paul Aanerud, Sec’y, &  John Torkelsen, VP

****************************************************
CALIFORNIA / San Diego

No report of October activity

****************************************************
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FLORIDA/ First Coast

Today, October 21, we had our Fall picnic get-
together. Forty members, spouses, and guests 
enjoyed a slightly warm but lovely day at Treaty 
Park.

Fred led the group in the Pledge followed by an 
invocation by Chaplain Janet Cassford. 

Although we do not conduct business at our picnics, 
Fred had a few announcements.
He thanked all those who contributed goodies and 
food to share and singled out Tony Tavormina who 
brought twenty steaks for anyone in the crowd who 
wished to enjoy. This added treat kept our primary 
grill masters, Art Gohler and Bob Rathje, busier but 
with the same delicious results. Thanks, Guys.  

As in the past, Tom Walsh and Pete Foster started 
our day at 10AM, with grilled hot dogs and all the 
trimmings.  More Thanks, Tom & Pete.

Fred also mentioned that Don Kowalski won a cash 
prize of $225 from the Bethpage Scholarship Fund 
Raffle. This 50/50 Mail-In Raffle is available via a 
raffle coupon in the Retiree Club Newsletter that all 
club members receive in the mail.

We touched upon another possible venue for future 
meetings, which we will discuss further at next 
month’s meeting.

Bocce Tournament Results: 
… 1st place Pete Foster & Bob Rathje
...  2nd Ron & Ralph Davies
...  3rd Bruce Betts & Steve Cacace  

Our Thanks to the folks who set up and cleaned 
up.

Plenty of food, friendship, and conversation.
“Another day in Paradise”

Next Meeting: Nov 18, at the Royal St. Augustine 
Golf & Country Club, off Route 16, in St. 
Augustine.

By: Steve Cacace  sremkkc@comcast.net

*********************************************************

FLORIDA / Manasota West 

President Ted Martines called Our October 8 
meeting to order at Noon, on October 8, 2014 and 
led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance. There 
were nine members present plus Ed Hughes, the 
brother of Beth Nyberg. Ed was visiting from New 
Jersey. 

In the absence of John Zinna, who was traveling 
South to Bradenton, there was no Secretary’s 
report.  Treasurer Jim Murray gave the financial 
report and reminded the members that he would 
appreciate timely payment of dues for the coming 
year. 

The President reported that he has been in touch 
with Ed Brodsky, the State Attorney for Sarasota 
County, who has offered to give a presentation on 
current fraud scams. The members indicated an 
interest in hearing from Mr. Brodsky. Also, Ted will 
try to have Ron McCarty from Ringling Museum 
come again.  Ted also distributed a list of all future 
meeting dates, thru May 13, 2015.

Bob and Beth Nyberg told the group about their 
airport encounter with a news crew from Channel 
10. Beth made the highlights on TV talking, about 
the need for more airport security in light of the 
EBOLA concerns. 

The group was reminded that we need volunteers 
for office for the coming year. Jim Murray repeated 
his prior announcement that he will not be available 
to continue as Treasurer. (Jim has served in that 
capacity for so many years it’s hard to remember 
who he succeeded.) Ted Martines also indicated he 
would not serve as President again. 

All the 50/50 drawings were won by the Nybergs 
and Allocas.

Next Meetings: Nov 12, Noon, and  Dec 10, Noon, 
both at Pier 22 Restaurant in Bradenton, FL.
We encourage our members to bring guests to our 
meetings. 

To all Grumman retirees in the area: Please 
join us at Pier 22 Restaurant for our next meeting. 
Always Good Company, Great Stories, Beautiful 
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Views, and Good Food.

By: John Zinna, Sec’y (941-727-8952) 
ezjohn1028@gmail.com

*********************************************************

FLORIDA/ Mid-West

Chapter did not meet in October.

*********************************************************

FLORIDA / SouthWest 

The October 14 meeting was our first meeting 
after our Summer break.  There were 15 
members in attendance at the Golden Corral, 
in Punta Gorda. President Clem Moors opened  
with the pledge to our flag and a prayer.

There was a discussion by those members 
impacted by Northrop Grumman’s change in 
health insurance payment to OneExchange.  
Those affected indicated that they had received 
the information and form for payment and 
reimbursement.

Several members spoke on their Summer 
experiences.  
- Bob & Barbara Sidaras spoke of their two 
week Grand Circle river cruise that began 
in Belgium and ended in Switzerland on the 
Rhine and Mosel rivers. They did get to see the 
American cemetery in Luxemburg.

- Tony & Clem took an 8300 mile trip in their 
1990 Toyota RV across the US and back to 
Long Island. Tony brought back a Grumman 
mail truck plate he discovered during the trip.

- George & Janet Daly went out to Utah and had 
a visit with Bob Lessmann, (Janet’s brother), 
another retired Grummanite.  George went 
through the activities Bob has been keeping 
himself busy with in Utah. They then returned 
to Long Island for Janet’s 50th high school 
reunion.  

- Tony & Celeste Perre.  After cataract surgery 
on both Tony & Celeste in May, they went to NY 
for their grand daughter Taylor’s High School 
Graduation, in June. They celebrated their 
60th anniversary with family and friends before 
returning to Florida in July for Celeste’s knee 
replacement surgery.

The Chapter will not meet in December.

By: Tony Perre, Sec’y. (239-731-7146)  
tara88@comcast.net

*******************************************************

Florida / Space Coast

Four score retirees rose promptly at Noon on 
October 15th to join in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
to hear Ed Romano’s invocation before joining in a 
sociable buffet lunch at the Suntree Country Club.  

Vice President John Lau introduced guest speaker 
Sandy Scannelli, President/CEO of the Community 
Foundation of Brevard.  The foundation is a 501C3 
non-profit organization, which provides expertise 
to individuals who wish to protect their legacy from 
taxation while providing meaningful annual grants 
to their selected charitable organizations even after 
their demise.  Contributions are set up in designated 
foundations administered by the Board of the 
Community Foundation, providing both annual 
disbursements and principal growth.  As of this 
date, there are 72 funds with assets of $12 million, 
distributing grants both in and outside our county. 
Succession plans can be constructed that even 
survive the possible demise of the selected charity. 

At the conclusion of the presentation, President 
Bob noted his family’s positive experience with this 
organization, supporting a charitable organization 
dear to the heart of his wife. 

Treasurer:  Bill Waldron reported the enrollment 
of two new members, Mary Moynihan and Joe Hill 
— Welcome Aboard and be sure to catch the great 
new programs VP John Lau has lined up for this 
winter.
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Bill also reported healthy balances in both our 
scholarship and regular accounts. 

Travel:  Maureen Ayers reported in on a visit to 
the legendary Albuquerque Balloon Festival and 
recommended that members add it to their “bucket” 
list.  Over 600 balloons participated, but the support 
of the weatherman is critical.  Caution: Maureen 
warned us to be wary of the adverse impact of the 
altitude if we have heart or respiratory problems.  

Historian: George Graeffe reported triumphantly 
that all structural work on the Canberra bomber 
has been completed. Meanwhile, the F-11F is now 
ready to have its wings attached.

Scholarship: Jim Glover reported on efforts 
to resolve problems with the Brevard School 
Foundation regarding administrator fees. This will 
not interfere with our annual awards to prior years 
scholarship winners.
 
Old Business:  President Bob Prais exhibited the 
club banner that he and Don Powell had created for 
use at the Employee Appreciation Lunch at our local 
facility in November.  Bethpage (Betty Bohlander) 
informed us that the permanent banner and its 
accompanying stand are on order and our chapter 
is slated for the second unit.  Club Headquarters is 
funding this effort.

New Business:  Bob Prais 
** The present cadre of officers has agreed to 

serve another year so will be the basic slate 
presented to the membership for approval 
at November’s meeting. 

** In addition, John Casco has agreed to 
serve as 2nd Vice President, adding some 
depth to our Board in 2015, in anticipation 
of expanded activity with the growth of 
Northrop-Grumman in our community.

Employee Birthdays October:  Leonard Anderson, 
Everett Bennett, Peter Saladino, Terry Vourakis, 
Frank Filipo, Richard Cheslack, Gary Bigel, and 
Joseph Ram.

Spouse Birthdays October:  Cindy Roberts, 
Trish Woodruff, Pietrina Deneau, Martha Masiello, 

Barbara Waldron, Joan Buckley, Patricia Carile, and 
Susan Reilly.

Anniversaries October: Ron & Beverly Heuer, 
Doug & Judy Lowen, Chester & Anna Lee Emery, 
Leonard & Barbara Anderson, Belford & Josephine 
Carter, Peter & Virginia Saladino, Salvatore & Anne 
Cioffi, Gordon & Trish Woodruff, Charlie & Jeanne 
Jacob, William & Camille Steenson, Ray & Marion 
Russo, Ed & Katherine Barty, and Larry & Winnie 
Pike. 
50/50 Drawing: There were four 50/50 winners. The 
grand prize was won by Bill Waldron.  Congratulations 
to all!

Next Meeting: Nov 19. Our featured speaker will be 
Mr. Bart Lagrone, VP of the E-2D program.

Meeting Schedule: 11/19, 12/17

By: Bill Steenson, Sec’y.

*********************************************************
FLORIDA / Suncoast

No report of october activity.

Meeting dates: Nov. 19, Dec. 17, 2014; and 
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, Mar. 18, and Apr. 15, 2015.

Contact: Patricia Newark, Sec’y. (727-360-
7339) lionpattysecretary@yahoo.com

*****************************************************
FLORIDA / Treasure Coast

The October 16th meeting of the Treasure Coast 
Chapter was held at Manero’s Restaurant, in Palm 
City, with 55 members and three guests attending.

President Bob Watkins opened the meeting with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Chaplain Larry Regier gave 
the invocation and announced the death of Virgil 
Clerico. Our condolences to Virgil’s family.

Vlad Verona, recipient of our College Scholarship 
Award, was introduced. Vlad arrived from the 
Ukraine 12 years ago, and will be attending IRCC, 
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with a major in engineering.  Good Luck to you, 
Vlad.

Our guest speaker was Jay Barbree, who has had a 
56 year career with NBC News.  During his career, 
Jay covered 166 manned Space Launches at the 
Cape.  He also covered Neil Armstrong’s first walk 
on the moon and broke the news of the cause of 
the Challenger accident.  Jay is also a New York 
Times Best Selling author, with ten books to his 
credit.  His new book is entitled, “Neil Armstrong 
- A Life of Flight”.  This book was available to be 
purchased at the meeting and the profit of the sale 
was donated to our Scholarship Fund.  Thank You, 
Jay, for your generosity and your acknowledgement 
of Grumman’s contribution to the Space Program.

Birthdays: John Churchey, Rob Fink, Walt Ludwig

Visitors: Sal & Betty DeLuca, Ellen & Al Heinemann, 
Charles Teufert, Lee Parisi

There were five 50/50 winners.

Next Meetings: Nov. 20 & Dec 18, 2014, and Jan 
15 2015   -   same time, same place
                            

Happy Holidays,
Happy Thanksgiving
and Merry Christmas

By: Joan Savio, Sec’y.  fj99savio@bellsouth.net 
                                   
****************************************************

GEORGIA / Peach Pit

Our October 21, 2014 meeting at Crockett’s 
Cafeteria on N. Columbia Street  in Milledgeville, 
GA. started at 12:30PM. There were 13 present 
when President Ted Zarkowsky called the meeting 
to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. President 
Ted asked then Chaplain Designee Mary Archer to 
give the Blessing, which was followed by the meal 
and fellowship.

Old Business:
A motion to accept the September 16, 2014 Minutes 
was made by Vince Ciampa and was seconded by 

Paul Bernichon. There were no changes by those 
present or received by proxy, so the motion passed.

New Business:
1. October Happy Birthday wishes were extended 
to: Mary Archer [7th], Florella Crouch [26th], Jesse 
Griffin [2nd], Mike McCabe [17th], Joe Lasker 
[19th], Earl Seagle [22nd], Ann Winnicki [30th], and 
Jim Vinson [31st].   
2. October Wedding Anniversary congratulations 
went out to Steve & Kathleen Willis [27th]. 
3. Secretary Lew discussed our Year 2015 Chapter 
Office Ballot created by volunteers willing to serve. 
Following discussion, a motion to send this ballot 
to members for a vote was made by Mike McCabe 
and seconded by Florella Crouch. The motion was 
voted upon and approved.
4. Treasurer Joe Sansotta reported a positive 
bank balance. Joe continues to request additional 
member donations to support “feeding the needy” 
with the Food Pantry donation at Christmas. 
Members wishing to send a check should make the 
check payable to: Grumman Retiree Club, Inc, and 
write on the “For” line: Community Service Fund 
Food Pantry gift 
5. Club member Bill Gruwell has been hospitalized 
for the past month at Oconee Regional Medical 
Center, in Milledgeville. We wish him a speedy 
recovery. 
6. Josephine Haralson won the Community Service 
Fund raiser 75/25 raffle. She donated the winnings 
to the Community Service Fund. Thank You 
Josephine. 

Community Service:
a.] Volunteerism continues as members and 
spouses aid various causes including Pints of 
Blood/Platelets. 
b.] Per our 2014 Donation Plan, a gift check to the 
Boys & Girls Club of Baldwin and Jones Counties 
was made on Columbus Day [October 13, 2014.
.
Program: 
Discussion of our Year 2015/2016 Ballot

A motion to end the meeting was, which was made 
by Guil Mauldin and seconded by Brenda Miller, 
carried so adjournment was 1:30PM. 
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Next Meeting: Nov 18, 2014, 12:30PM, at Crockett’s 
Cafeteria, on North Columbia Street, Milledgeville. 
The Program will be:  “Retiree Benefits”, presented 
by a Triumph Group Specialist. 
  
By: Lew M. Iuliucci, Sec’y.  (478-452-1357) 
iuliucci@windstream.net 

****************************************************

Maryland / Glen Arm

Our October 21 meeting was a daytime meeting 
held at the Golden Corral, in Aberdeen, MD.  It was 
lightly attended. 

Known October/November Birthdays:   
 
Paul Causey           - October 8th 
Walter Golde           - October 7th 
Richard Holt            - October 24th 
Alan Showalter        - October 26th 
Rick Swinder           - October 13th  
 
Bob Dietz               -November 21st 
Bill Kolbus             - November 15th
Jim Odom Jr          - November 5th
John Snyder          - November 4th
 
Happy Birthday to you all!   

Unless Notified Otherwise: 
Our meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month. Daytime meetings are start at 1:00 PM. 
Evening meetings are held at 6:30 PM. All meetings 
are held at the Golden Corral Aberdeen Md.

Coming Meetings:
November 18 - daytime meeting 1PM. 
December 18  - evening meeting 6:30PM.
 
Remember: the club is still recruiting members. We 
are trying to contact Glen Arm Grummanites who 
might not be Club members. If you have contact 
information, please forward it to one of the officers 
listed below.

Questions? Suggestions? Please contact: 

President: Rick Swinder 
 (410-977-7829)  rickswinder@gmail.com
Sergeant-at-Arms: Rolfe Feser 
 (410-661-2580)  poppyro@comcast.net 
Treasurer: Joe Svach 
 (443-567-6433)  jam.svach@comcast.net

By: Joe Svach

*********************************************************
New England North

Our October luncheon was held at the Fullerton 
Inn in Chester, VT, with 13 members and guests 
in attendance.  President Bill Egner led us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Joan Wanner delivered 
the invocation.  It was a beautiful fall day in Vermont 
and a “leaf peeping” delight for our travels to 
Chester. The arrival of Bud Clark shortly after our 
opening ceremony was a pleasant surprise.  

Secretary/Treasurer Phil Hodge reported that we 
are still financially solvent. He followed that report 
with the final numbers on bales - large, small, 
square, and round, collected during his 2014 haying 
season!  

Phil & Bunny’s Morgan horse “Stormy” took 3rd 
place in their latest competition, and Phil proudly 
pulled a beautiful ribbon from his attaché case for 
our viewing.  Congrats to Stormy. (and Phil!)

The 50/50 was won by Flo Riegert and Judy Egner. 

October Anniversaries: 
The Ernsts - 53 years; Petersons - 57 years;.

Birthdays: Marguerite Johnson and Frank Riegert.  

The highlight of our October luncheons, the Yankee 
Swap, produced the following items:  a quart jug of 
maple syrup; framed landscape scene; Stonewall 
Kitchen blueberry syrup & pancake mix; homemade 
Christmas cookies; strawberry rhubarb pie; pumpkin 
nut bread; spaghetti squash; pumpkin scented 
candle; special salad dressing; set of handmade 
quilted placemats; a wine cooler with wine; and a 
wooden “penny bank”.
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An “unofficial” November luncheon will be  held on 
the 6th at the East Asian Restaurant in Rutland, VT.   

Sending you all our wishes for a happy and healthy 
holiday season, and a hope for a peaceful earth.

Our October gathering was our last official 
meeting until May of 2015!

By: Bill & Joan Wanner

*********************************************************      

New Jersey 
Garden State Chapter 

Our October 21, 2014 meeting was held at the 
Crestwood Family Restaurant with nine members 
present. President Bill Staples called the meeting 
to order at 1:15 PM. The minutes of the previous 
meeting and the Treasurer’s report were read and 
accepted. 

The treasurer mentioned that he has had difficulties 
in getting bank statements.

Sunshine Report – There was no report.

October Birthdays: Don Smith (1st); Bill Staples 
(25th); Al Larsen (27th); and Harold Wexler (31st). 

No October Anniversaries

Old Business – Peggy Knipper reported that she 
made reservations for our Christmas luncheon at 
Italy’s Best Restaurant. The luncheon will be held 
on December 16, 2014. The cost: $20 pp. 

New Business 
President Staples discussed the letter he received 
form the home chapter. He mentioned that the 
Retiree Club Board of Directors has:

- Approved a yearly stipend to be sent to the 
offsite chapters. This year, each chapter will 
receive $300 to be used for a designated 
charity or for chapter operations. 

– Raised the dues for offsite chapters by $2. 
Dues will now be $13 per member for offsite 
members. 

– Notified the chapters that the September 
issue of the Newsletter is going to be 
eliminated due to costs.

– Adopted a new Retiree Club banner.

Ways and Means - Everyone  received a gift.

Next Meetings:
  Nov 18, 1PM, at the Crestwood Family Restaurant.
 Dec 16: Christmas Luncheon

By: Carolyn Kerr, Sec’y. (732-244-4483) 

****************************************************

New York

Eastern Long Island Chapter

VP Bob Albert welcomed thirteen members to 
our October 15th meeting at Cliff’s Rendezvous, 
in Riverhead. VP Bob read the minutes of our 
previous meeting. The Treasurers’ report reading 
was waived. 

November Birthdays: Bill Hamilton (11/22), Henry 
Bromwell (11/4), Bob Albert (11/4), Ron Christiansen 
(11/ 15). Any birthdays or anniversaries missed, let 
me know.    

Mytko Report:
- Bill & Eva Mytko celebrated 62 years of 

“Wedded Bliss”. Congrats!
- Paul Sachse on the mend from open-heart 

surgery – a card was sent - get well quick!
- Ralph Cirone reported the passing of 

Richard L. Podlaski, in South Carolina.
Please contact Bill Mytko (1-864-225-4927; 
ermytko@aol.com) if you have any information 
concerning deaths, illnesses, etc. 

After lunch, members voted to have our November 
meeting at Cliff’s, and or December meeting at 
Riverwoods Clubhouse (where our June meeting 
was held.)

So: Next Meeting: Nov 19, at Cliff’s Rendezvous, 
313 Main Road (Route 25 East ). Exit 72 off the LIE, 
just before the Riverhead Aquarium, on the Right 
Side. Lunch ($15) at Noon, meeting afterward. 
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Lost? Call Pauline at 631-369-1854 or Cliffs at 631-
727-6880.

December Meeting: Dec 4, at Riverwoods Clubhouse 
on Riverhead Ave. (Route 104, off Peconic River 
Traffic Circle . LIE Exit 71 East, past the County Jail 
to the Traffic Circle, then right on Route 104.  Lost? 
Call 631-278-4589 or Pauline (again!) at 631-369-
1854.

By: Bob Albert VP  (631-585-7987)

****************************************************

NORTH CAROLINA
Eastern Carolina Chapter 

Our October 8th meeting was held at the “Fat Greek 
Taverna” Restaurant, in Wilmington.  Unfortunately 
only eleven members were able to attend!  Program 
Directors were Tom Schroder and Jim Karika.  In 
Ken Gruebel’s  absence, Tom led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and Invocation.  Tom also entertained us 
while we were waiting for our food. The meal was 
delicious and was topped off with cake & ice cream.  
We couldn’t ask for better service!
 
Treasurer Bob Lamberson, who travelled all the way 
from Oriental, gave his report.  We are still in good 
shape and will be able to supplement partial cost 
of our Christmas meeting.  Next month we have to 
discuss our charitable giving for this year.
 
Our November meeting will have Joe Mele & Flossie 
as Program Directors, date being Wednesday, 
Nov.12. Venue pending.
 
A discussion was held regarding our traditional 
Christmas luncheon, usually held at the Clam 
Digger’s Inn, in Pine Knoll Shores, with the 
Riverbend Country Club as an alternative.  Since 
the Clam Digger’s Inn increased their pricing to 
$19 per person, Bob Lamberson made a motion 
that Rudi Wiehl (who normally acts as director for 
the Christmas event), Bernie Kuntz (who suggested 
the Riverbend Country Club), and President Pete 
make the decision regarding a location. The motion 
was seconded and passed. After conversations 
with both Rudi and Bernie, all agreed to hold the 

meeting at the Riverbend Country Club at a lower 
cost to members.  Bernie & Cathy Kuntz will act 
as directors for the meeting. Rudi Wiehl will make 
arrangements for a Marine representative of the 
“Toys for Tots” program to be present and collect 
the gifts if possible.
 
Bob then drew the 50/50 prizes, which were won by 
Pat Johnson and Tom Schroder.  The happy winner 
then told some more of his jokes, and was followed 
by Pete reading off the birthdays and anniversaries 
for October. 
 
Birthdays:  10/3 - Mary Rice; 10/6 - Grace Lamberson; 
10/7 - Jeanette Buchham; 10/10 -  Peggy Dunlop; 
10/14 - John Sullivan; 10/17 - Carol Peralta; 10/18 
- Sandy Sullivan; 10/27 - Chris Albers.
 
Anniversaries:  10/9 - Pete & Nidda Mc Namee; 
10/15 - Bob & Grace Lamberson; 10/27 - Fred & 
Pat Jinks. 
 
Unfortunately, we lost our good friend &and 50/50 
man for many years, Wes Johnson.  Wes and Pat 
had attended the October meeting, and he looked 
well. He had a stroke on Thursday, Oct. 16th.  Our 
sincere condolences to Pat and to their family.
 
By:  Dottie Karika, Secretary (dotjimk@att.net)

****************************************************

PENNSYLVANIA 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter

We gathered at Kays on October 15, and had a 
wonderful time. The Zupps, Rademachers, Dowds, 
Sparkowskis, and Bill Herling  were in attendance.
 
We had light conversation as usual, and discussed 
some of our physical problems.  More on that later. 
Otherwise, we discussed where our Chapter is 
going, the upcoming Holiday Season, what has 
transpired since the last get together, and various 
other topics.
 
Sickness;
- President Chuck Dowd had a mild stroke, which 
affected his right arm. He is doing well, but still 
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needs to see a Neurologist for some testing.

- Secretary Ed Sparkowski will be going into the 
hospital Oct 27, to have an enlarged lump removed 
from the right side of his face.  Doctors do not think 
it is too serious, but it is better to have it removed, 
than to leave it and take a chance that it will grow 
and cause trouble.
 
We started to talk about the Christmas Meeting 
and it looks like the usual order of business will 
take place, that is, hors d’oeuvres and one round of 
liquid refreshment on the Club, with the lunch cost 
being picked up by the member.  As I said, this will 
be finalized in November.
 
Birthdays for October - Sal DeLuca, Al Hey, Dan 
Knowles, and Richard Petrusa.

Anniversaries for October - Al & June Hey, Al & Elsie 
Schrage, and Ed & Marianne Sparkowski.
 
Next Meeting: Nov 20, Noon, at Kays Restaurant 
in Lake Ariel, PA.  Again, the Christmas meeting will 
be discussed, as well as the Officer situation.
 
See you then.

By: Edward J. Sparkowski Secretary/Chaplain
(570-698-7182) e-mail - firefly417@verizon.net

****************************************************

SOUTH CAROLINA
 Coastal  Carolinas Chapter 

It was a lovely Fall day for our October 1 meeting, 
which was held at Friendly’s Restaurant, in Myrtle 
Beach. Thirteen members and two guests were in 
attendance.  

After lunch, President Ronald Girardin, called the 
meeting to order. Sergeant-at-Arms Eldon Scott led 
everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance, which was 
followed by a moment of silence.

We welcomed two guests: Dottie & Jim Hofer, from 
Columbia, SC. Dottie and Jim were in town for 
another event. Both Dottie and Jim are Grumman 

retirees, Dottie having worked there for 22 years, 
and Jim for 23 years. They each gave us a brief 
description of their careers with the company.

“Happy Birthday to Theresa McMahon!

“Happy Anniversary” to Judy & Eldon Scott, Janice 
& Ed Hanlon, and Faye & Harold Katzenberger.

The minutes of the September meeting were read 
by the Secretary, and approved.

The Treasurer’s report, was read, and approved. 

Congratulations to the 50/50 drawing winners! 
Eldon Scott won the 1st prize, and Ronald Girardin 
won the 2nd prize.    

Dot Hoffmann, who is in charge of the Sunshine 
Committee, was not present at the meeting. With 
that being said, let’s all of us keep each other in our 
prayers for good health, and the ability to attend our 
meetings.

If you know of anyone who has a hobby or 
profession that be of interest to the Club, and who 
would agree to speak at one of our meetings, please 
submit that person’s name, company/hobby, and 
telephone number to me, Nancy Webber, via email 
(nfwebber@twc.com).  

Club members Marge & Tom Mugno are the very 
proud grandparents of Amanda
Platania, one of the fortunate recipients of a 
Grumman Retiree Club Scholarship.
Amanda plans to study Electrical Engineering.  
Congratulations, Amanda!

Since we are approaching the end of this year, all 
suggestions for meeting places would be greatly 
appreciated. The only criteria would be that the 
restaurant has a private room suitable for meetings.  
The standard time for all meetings is 12 Noon, 
unless otherwise stated.

Next Meeting: Nov 5, Noon, at Logan’s Roadhouse, 
4511 Highway 17 South, North Myrtle Beach.  

Also, mark your calendars for our Christmas 
Luncheon: December 3, at Noon, at the Sea 
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Captain’s House, North Ocean Boulevard, Myrtle 
Beach.

All Grumman, Northrop Grumman, and Northrop 
retirees and their guests are welcomed.
 
By: Nancy Webber, Sec’y. (843-347-2113)  
nfwebber@twc.

***************************************************

TEXAS / Houston

After being washed out by weather in September, 
the October 21 Grumman Houston Meeting was 
held at the Clear Lake Park Building, NASA #1 
Pkwy. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Bruce 
Honoham.  

The 50/50 was won by Bill Masone and donated 
back to the chapter.  Thank You, Bill. 

We announced that our lease on the Clear Lake 
Park Building has been renewed for 12 more 
months. This month we had a fabulous visitor, Ed 
Carl’s wife Barbara.  We have not seen her since 
she wrote her first book.  It was refreshing to see 
Barbara.

Sadly, we were notified of the passing of Ed Voit 
on October 7, 2014.  Ed’s family has asked for 
some history of Ed’s career.  If anyone would like 
to send his family information about his career, 
please let us know.  We also lost our past secretary, 
Billy Berglund, on October 14, 2014. Our deepest 
sympathy and condolences go out to the families 
of Ed and Billy.  

Dues will be due soon, reminders will be forthcoming.

Next Meeting: Nov 18, 11:30AM, at the Clear Lake 
Park Building, NASA #1 Pkwy.

By: Charles Ashford, Sec’y. (281-474-7260)

*****************************************************

VIRGINIA / Central Virginia

Report for Sept and Oct.

We have already had 2 meetings this Fall Season. 
Our first was on September 10, at the “Barbeque 
Exchange,” in Gordonville, VA, for some pulled 
pork, slaw and hush puppies.  Seven members 
attended.  Our special surprise guest was Harriet 
Oakley, wife of Jean Oakley (deceased).
 
Our second meeting, on October 8, was held at 
Crab Louie Restaurant in Richmond, VA.  It was a 
beautiful sunny day, but we only had six members 
attending.  Ed Samson from Chesapeake, VA; 
Richard Benke, Troy, VA; Anna Dannenhoffer (who 
is very nicely recovering from her recent knee 
replacement) from Midlothian, VA; Maryanne Muller 
(her husband Raymond has developed Alzheimer 
and is doing as well as can be expected) from 
Palmyra, VA; and Beverly & Frank Purstell of 
Waynesboro, VA.  We had a delicious luncheon 
while catching up on our personnel lives.
 
All our Luncheon meetings are on the second 
Wednesday of the month, starting at 12:30PM. We 
ask all who intend to attend the luncheon meetings 
to call either President Fred Meiners (434-589-
2882) or Treasurer Frank Purstell (434-282-1303) 
at least two days before the luncheon, so that we 
can reserve sufficient space.
 
Next Meeting: Nov 12, at Edelweiss German 
Restaurant, 19 Edelweiss Lane, Staunton, VA. 
(540-337-1203). Take Rt. 64 to exit 94, Left, South 
on Rt. 340, South of Stuart Draft,
 
Our Christmas Luncheon December 10th meeting 
is at Waynesboro Country Club, 1117 Meadowbrook 
Road, Waynesboro, VA. (540-943-1131). Route 64 
to Exit 94; turn Right; go five traffic lights; turn Right 
onto Northgate Road; turn Right onto Meadowbrook 
Road to club, which will be on your right.
 

We Hope You can ALL Join US!
Without your participation we do not have a 

Grumman Retiree Club!!!
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Grumman History

Chapter 26 -
What’s Next  (1975)

For over thirty years, many of Grumman’s products, (the Guardian, Tracker, Tracer, Intruder, Hawkeye, 
Prowler and now the Tomcat) were unique.  Embedded within their great airframes were the most 
complex, sophisticated and highest performing electronics.  This had resulted in Grumman developing a 
unique skill called “Systems Integration.” This special capability became a keystone strategy to making 
Grumman the number one systems integrator in the industry.  

A critical test of this strategy was the EF-111 program.  This effort required modifying the General 
Dynamics F-111 aircraft’s structure and systems to accept very complex electronics to perform the 
electronics warfare mission for the Air Force, similar to the mission that the Prowler performed for the 
Navy.  In was early January when the USAF announced that Grumman had won this major $100 million 
research and development program. By beating the F-111’s existing prime contractor, which was also 
a long time Air Force contractor, Grumman’s excellence in system integration strategy had paid off.  
Management was elated. This was the opportunity to show the Air Force what Grumman could do. 

The next major Grumman undertaking was training Iranian flight and ground crews to take on the 
total role of operating the F-14s in Iran as deliveries to Iran were to start in about a year.  Up to 1,500 
Grummanites would have to be relocated to Isfahan, Iran, a country with a very different culture from the 
United States.  To prepare this vast workforce, an extensive trans-cultural training program was kicked 
off on January 27.  Its syllabus was extensive, covering the Farsi alphabet, number systems, Iran’s 
geography and history, Islam, as well as cultural “do’s and don’ts”.

Dick Burton, Calverton’s chief of operations, was hand picked, by Grumman Aerospace’s Chairman 
and President George Skurla, to lead support operations in Iran.  Burton, after reviewing the negotiated 
agreement between Iran and the US, could not believe how poorly it was prepared.  To his disbelief he 
discovered support services were omitted.  The infrastructure in Iran to support the incoming support 
team was non-existent; currently there were just forty houses available in all of Isfahan.  This omission 
created a budgetary hole of between $250 and $300 million!  What next could go wrong with this 
beleaguered program?  

When told of this oversight, Admiral John Alvis, the Navy’s F-14 program manager, was shocked. 
He knew re-opening the case was not an option. Together with Burton it was decided they needed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), signed by both governments, to cover these costs. Burton 
who had successfully negotiated agreements for foreign bases when with the Air Force Strategic Air 
Command, said he needed three days to get this co-signed agreement. Alvis gave him the go-ahead. 

In just four hours Burton had a draft.  After successfully briefing Admiral Alvis and receiving authorization 
to negotiate this agreement on behalf of the government. Burton studied and memorized the Iranian five-
year budget plan in detail.  In his mind, he was then able to juxtapose this knowledge of Iranian priorities 
with the scope of the required support needs, including housing, roads, sewage, office equipment, and 
more.  He was prepared to go to Iran and get the agreement.

to be continued in the December Newsletter
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In Memoriam

We extend heartfelt sympathy to the families and friends of those who have passed away.
   

  Alexander, Donna   Moorpark, CA   09/10/14

  Brandstetter, Robert W.  Southold, NY   10/03/14

  Burns, Graydon A. “Grady” Commack, NY   09/27/14

  Butler, Thomas E.   Lake Ronkonkoma, NY  02/06/14

  Buzzell, Jeremiah F.  Copiague, NY   10/06/14

  Johnson, Wesley, T.  Swansboro, Nc   10/16/14

  Niedringhaus, Philip W.  Bay Shore, NY   08/25/14

  Podlaski, Richard L.**  Taylors, SC    09/06/14

 ** Richard L. Podlaski was inadvertently listed in the October newsletter as Louis L. Podlaski.
 [The erroneous entry in the October newsletter was the result of an overwhelming quantity of   
 information and data that had to be processed in the Club office, by a very small number of 
 Bethpage Chapter member-volunteers.
 Our apologies to Richard’s family for any difficulties or discomfort that this error caused.]

When reporting a death, provide the person’s Name, Date of death, and the City & State of residence prior to death.
 Notices of member deaths should be e-mailed to the Club (grumrc@gmail.com), with “Death Notice” as the subject.
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PLAYINGIMAX®

NEW! Legends of Flight. 
This unique cinematic experience shows

how the 787 might affect the next 100 
years of aeronautical design.

OPEn 9:30-5:00 PM
Tuesday through Sunday

Call 516-572-4111
www.CradleOfAviation.org

Leroy R. and Rose W. Grumman IMAX Dome Theater
Charles Lindbergh Blvd., Garden City, NY

GN_6-10_GN_10-07  10/5/10  4:09 PM  Page 1

The Bristal Assisted Living offers all 
Grumman Retirees $1,000 off your first 

month’s rent should you or an immediate 
family member move into any of our 

luxurious communities including Reflections, 
for memory impaired adults*. 

For deTAiLs cALL (631) 580.2004 

*based upon availability of discounted apartments

the bristal.com

Armonk | East Meadow

East Northport | Lynbrook

Massapequa | North Hills

North Woodmere | Sayville 

Westbury | White Plains

Woodcliff Lake, NJ

The Grumman Retiree Club does not specifically endorse or represent advertisers.

MILLERIDGE INN
NOVEMBER 19 LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

Member Name (print)
__________________________________________
Guest Names (print)
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
No. of Members attending  _____  
No. of Guests attending  _____
No. of Chicken  _____
No. of Fish  _____    

Luncheon coupons should be mailed to
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.

PO Box 476
Bethpage, NY 11714

$10 per member - $20 per guest
PLEASE RESPOND BY NOVEMBER 12

Holiday Luncheon

December 10

Reservation Form is Next Page



GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB - LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

 Menu Choices:  Roast Beef, Sea Bass Oreganato, or Chicken Milanese

I wish to reserve seats at the December 10, 2014  Holiday Luncheon (Noon to 4PM)
 for these dues-paid Grumman Retiree Club members, their spouses, and/or guests:

  Check One Check One 
 Full Name (please print)      Phone No.  Beef Fish   Chicken   Retiree     Guest          

1.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

2.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

3.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

4.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

5.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

6.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

7.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

8.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

9.  _______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

10.  ______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

11. __________________________   _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

12.  ______________________________  _______________  ____  ____   ____   ______   _____

- All tables seat twelve.  A minimum of ten is required to reserve a table.  
- Seven days notice is required to receive a full refund.  
- Please send one check to cover lunch for you and your guests.

Attached please find $_________ representing $35.00 per person for _________ people.

Ticket Purchase Deadline is December 3, 2014

Table Captain: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail address: _________________________________________________________________________________

Remarks: _______________________________________________________________________________________

 _ _________________________________________________________________________________________

 _ _________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make all checks payable to: GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB.  Please send this form and checks to: 
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc., PO Box 476, Bethpage, NY  11714-0476

Please mark envelope Holiday Luncheon
No tickets will be issued.

To verify that your check has been received, please call Marion at 516-575-3777
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